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Obama Comes Out of Retirement with Same Tired Mes-

sage 

By: Alfredo Ortiz  

The Democrat establishment beckoned, and former Presi-

dent Obama appeared. 

     After months of desperate entreaties, highlighted by a 

summer New York magazine cover story titled "Barack 

Obama, Where Are You?," Obama returned on Friday with a 

longwinded speech at the University of Illinois. It featured 

his greatest hits of identity politics, income redistribution, 

and tax-spend-and-regulate leftism. 

     Obama tried to rewrite history, claiming that his admin-

istration "returned the economy to healthy growth and initi-

ated the longest streak of job creation on record," "covered 

another 20 million Americans with health insurance," and 

"cut our deficits by more than half, partly by making sure 

that people like me, who have been given such amazing op-

portunities by this country, pay our fair share of taxes to 

help folks coming up behind me." 

     Reality check: Obama presided over the slowest eco-

nomic recovery in American history, with the unemploy-

ment rate not falling back below 8 percent for good until his 

second term. While in office, the economy never hit 3 per-

cent annual growth -- the first president never to meet that 

threshold since Herbert Hoover. 

     Somewhere between most and virtually all of the new in-

sured population came through the Obamacare provision to 

dramatically expand Medicaid -- a deeply flawed program -- 

to able bodied adults well above the poverty line.  

     Obama doubled the size of the national debt over his time 

in office. And the only reason why the deficit was cut was 

because Congressional Republicans valiantly opposed his 

spendthrift policy proposals. To top it off, he raised taxes, 

which -- by taking money out of the private economy -- did 

the opposite of helping "folks coming up behind." 

     Even more galling than his revisionist history is his at-

tempt to take credit for the current economy, which is the 

hottest in a generation. "When you hear how great the econ-

omy's doing right now," he protested, "let's just remember 

when this recovery started. I mean, I'm glad it's continued, 

but when you hear about this economic miracle that's been 

going on, when the job numbers come out, monthly job 

numbers, suddenly Republicans are saying it's a miracle. I 

have to kind of remind them, actually, those job numbers are 

the same as they were in 2015 and 2016." 

     It's true that six years into his presidency, jobs numbers 

finally began surpassing the respectable 200 thousand a 

month threshold. But what he doesn't mention is that in the 

four-year period from 2010 to 2013, after the recession had 

ended when there should have been a robust recovery, 

monthly job growth averaged a meager 158 thousand a 

month. This slow recovery was largely due to his anti-busi-

ness policies and regulations that discouraged hiring.  

     When the economic wheels finally began turning in 

Obama's second term, with a major assist from the unprece-

dented money printing by the Federal Reserve, Obama was 

fortunate to pick the low-hanging fruit; it's a lot easier to go 

from 8 percent to 5 percent unemployment as Obama did in 

his second term prior to Trump's election than it is to go 

from 5 percent to 4 percent unemployment as President 

Trump has done.  

     These additional employment gains under Trump are 

what make history, including the lowest black and Hispanic 

unemployment rates on record. They're what give even the 

least-skilled jobseekers the opportunity to grasp the bottom 

rung of the career ladder and have the chance to live the 

American Dream. They're what allow quarterly economic 

growth to surpass 4 percent for the first time in 12 years 

without an economic contraction in a recent period. And 

they're what allow wages to grow at their fastest pace in a 

decade.  

     How has President Trump buoyed Obama's lackluster re-

covery to new heights? Through pro-growth policies like de-

regulation and tax cuts. These have allowed job creators the 

freedom to expand, hire, and raise pay. They've also kept 

more money in the private economy where it can stimulate 

communities and Main Streets, not bureaucratic budgets in 

Washington as Obama and his followers desire.  

     President Trump called Obama's speech boring. He's 

right. But more than that, it was tired and shopworn. Just 

like the rest of the Democratic message. 
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