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Governor Mary Fallin will be among the speakers at a 
Bring Small Business Back event this week in Oklahoma 
City. The event is scheduled from 9:30 until 11 a.m. 
Friday at the student center building on the Oklahoma 
State University-Oklahoma City campus, 900 N. Port-
land Ave.

The Job Creators Network is hosting the event. Fallin 
and JCN President and Chief Executive Officer Alfredo 
Ortiz will talk about threats facing small business own-
ers. Reservations to attend the event can be made here.

The event is part of JCN’s Bring Small Businesses 
Back campaign which consists of a nationwide bus tour 
to hear the challenges that real local small businesses are 
facing.

The event will focus on finding solutions to the prob-
lems most commonly cited by small business owners: 
overregulation, over taxation, and lack of access to cred-
it. Small businesses in Oklahoma make up 97 percent of 
all employers in the state.

In a nationwide poll of small businesses commis-
sioned by JCN earlier this year, two-thirds of respon-
dents identified over taxation as preventing their busi-
nesses from thriving. Three out of five said the same 

about overregulation. As a result, the survey found that 
only one in five small business owners plan to hire ad-
ditional employees over the next year, and only around 
one-quarter believe that doing business over the next 
year will be easier than the previous one.

To address the over-taxation hurdle, U.S. Rep. Ran-
dy Hultgren, R-Ill., recently announced the Bring Small 
Businesses Back Tax Reform Act (H.R. 5374), which 
would reduce the tax burden on the nation’s small busi-
ness job creators, which make up half of the nation’s jobs 
and two-thirds of its new jobs.

The proposed legislation would lower the tax rate to 
10 percent on pass-through businesses’ first $150,000 
worth of income. And it would lower the rate to 20 per-
cent on income between $150,000 and $1 million.


