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Bob Wilke said his company would 
like to expand and add more em-
ployees, but it has avoided doing so 
because of the Affordable Care Act.

Wilke, president of Lin-
coln-based HobbyTown, said the 
company has “missed opportunities” 
because of its reluctance to add em-
ployees.

The reason: Once the company 
hits 50 full-time equivalent employ-
ees, the Affordable Care Act requires 
that it offer health insurance to all 
employees working at least 30 hours 
a week or face paying penalties.

“We’ve had to manage around 
(the ACA) for four years,” Wilke 
said.

Wilke was one of about a dozen 
small-business owners and managers 
who attended a roundtable discus-
sion Thursday morning at the Lin-
coln Chamber of Commerce.

The meeting was part of the 
Bring Small Businesses Back Tour 
sponsored by the non-profit Job 
Creators Network, which bills it-
self as non-partisan but favors busi-
ness-friendly policies.

Lincoln was the fifth stop on the 
tour, which will hit approximately 
30 cities in 19 states over the next 
month.

Alfredo Ortiz, president and 
CEO of the group started by Home 

Depot founder Bernie Marcus, said 
there are about 85 million people 
in the U.S. employed by small busi-
nesses, including owners.

“They are the engine that drives 
America,” Ortiz said.

But that engine is stalling, he 
said, with polls done by Job Creators 
Network showing that only 19 per-
cent of small businesses plan to hire 
more employees next year and only 
27 percent think 2017 will be more 
successful than 2016.

Much of that is because of 
over-regulation, Ortiz said, includ-
ing the ACA, state and local mini-
mum wage increases and the U.S 
Department of Labor’s new law that 
doubles the income threshold for 
employees to be exempt from over-
time pay.

Nebraska is one of several states 
suing to stop implementation of the 
law, which is scheduled to go into 
effect Dec. 1.

Gov. Pete Ricketts, who also at-
tended the event, said his admin-
istration has worked hard to fight 
against what he sees as federal over-
reach when it comes to business reg-
ulations.

That overreach sometimes oc-
curs at the state level as well, with 
Ricketts pointing to a bill that was 
passed this year by the Legislature to 

remove a requirement that required 
people doing hair braiding to be li-
censed.

He called the licensing require-
ment part of the “useless complexi-
ty” of regulation.

“We’re not endangering any-
body’s life or health through hair 
braiding,” Ricketts said.

Ortiz said most government reg-
ulations hit small businesses much 
harder than large ones, which can 
better absorb the costs of compli-
ance.

In fact, he said, the group’s poll 
showed that over-regulation was the 
No. 1 issue for small-business own-
ers, with two-thirds of them naming 
it as their top concern.
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